Recanalization of occluded cerebral arteries is an essential
Recanalization of occluded cerebral arteries is an essential strategy for hyperacute ischemic stroke. Intra-arterial access for thrombolysis of the occluded middle cerebral artery (MCA) is promising (1), although severe carotid stenosis is an obstacle to introduction of the microcatheter to the occlu-
. On cervical ultrasound, the left ICA was severely stenotic at the origin due to an echolucent plaque, suggesting a soft atheroma that could be an embolic source to the distal artery (Fig. 1C) (4) . In the present case, the
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combined and staged endovascular recanalization as emergent therapy for artery-to-artery embolic stroke originating in a carotid arterial stenosis was effective. After PTA for unstable carotid plaque, however, it is critical to be aware of possible distal embolism, acute restenosis, or occlusion of the operated artery.
